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CONTAX
manufactured by ZEISS IKON AG., STUTTGART, is

a deluxe precision miniature camera enabling its user to

solve almost any photographic task. It will be the steady

companion of the scientist, technician, professional as

well as advanced amateur photo,grapher. The vast experi-

ence and knowledge of the Zeiss Ikon camera technicians

have been ful ly employed in designing the CONTAX.

Its dimensions are re,duced somewhat cormpareC with the

former model and its operation has been further simpli-

fted. The scientist wil l  use it  daily in his painstaking

work; the news photographer and reporter wil l  obtain

his p;ctures wi th i t  under the most d i f f tcul t  condi t ions;



the professional photographer wil l  be delighted with the

sharpness and perfection of his coNTAx photos and

the amateur photographer wi l l  be able to record the most

unusual  s i tuat ions.  Complete informat ion on these sub-
jects is  contained in the comprehensive CONTAX l i tera-

ture and handbooks.  The booklet  is  intended to furnish

the owner of the CONTAX with essential and accurare

instructions on how to operate his camera. It  is recom-

mended that a thorough study of these directions be

made and to pract ice the var ious mechanical  movements

before loading the'  camera.

www.orphancameras.com



THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE

CONTAX
Jhe new CONTAX represents a further dette'
lopment of its predecessor models. All tbe essen-
tial adoantages of more tban too ooo CONTAX
camerds in use baue been employed and lurtber
new deoelopments haoe been introduced. Jlere
are a f ew details of tbe mainf eatures of the new
CONTAX:

Die-cast body of light alloy guaranteeing extreme
,mechanical precision characteristic of

. ZEISS IKON prod,ucts.

Combir-red view an'd rangeftn,der permitting sight-
ing and focusing thronrgh one eye piece.

Choice of incomparable Zeiss lenses, factory-coated
and in light-weight mo'unts especially
designed for the CONTAX. All are inter-
chan,geable ,by means of their bayonet-
type mount, ins,uring rapid use and pre-
cision seating.

All-metal focal plane shutter having speeds from
I sec. to, '1/1250sec.f an'd "B" and "T" al l
of which can be set by means of one dial.
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35 mm perforated cine fflm is used which is avail-

able in vario,us types such as 35 m'm cart-

nidges, daylight loading spools, ready-cut

lengths of ftlm, etc.

CONTAX cassettes permittinginterchangeability
of vario,us kinds of 35,mm negative ma-

terial in daylight without rewinding.

Detachable camera back which is advantageo,us
not only during loading and unloading

but also when thoro,ughly cleanring the

camera.

A wide range o'f acces,sories extremely well de-
signed and easy to use enables the CON-
TAX owner to cover almost any ffeld such
as close-up work, pho'tormicrography and
tele-photograp,hy as well as reproduction
anC copying work.

lligbest possible precision in its mecbanical func-
lion and unexcelled Quality of its Zeiss
lcnses nnke tbe neru CONTAX tbe top-
notcb camerd, cbosen by tbe prof essional,
scientist and tecbnician, as well as tbe
aduanced Amateur pbotograpber.
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MANIPULATION
OF THE CAMERA

STEP I
PREPARATIONS TO BE MADE

BEFORE TAKING THE
P I  CTL]  RE:

Take the camera in the lef t  hand in such
a manner that the thumb rests on the
vierv-ftnder shoe and the other ftngers
grasp it from underneath.

Then use the thumb and the index ftnger

of the right hand to set the desired dia-
phragm and shutter speed as well as to
u' i r rd the shut ter  i tsel f .

The diaphragm is set by turning dia-

phragrn ring (9).
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The CoNTAx shut ter  has a range of  speeds f ronr
l  secorrc l  to l l '= ;o seconcl  in acld i t ion to "B" and 

((T, ' .  
At((8"  

the shut ter  is  openecl  by pressing the re lease but-
ton clown ancl is closed by rel ixing ihe pressure upon
the re lease but ton.  At  the set t ing "T" i l ' te  shut te i  is
openecl  by pressir rg the re lease but torr  c lown and bv
turning the shut ter  speed set t ing r ing s l ight ly  in the
c l i rec t ion  to rvarc ls  "B"  i t  i s  c losec laga in .

The l l lnr  ancl  shut ter  rv inding nrechanism are couplecl
to aclvance the f t l rn arrd cock fhe shut ter  s i rnul taneois lv,
thereby el i rn jnat ing the danger of  c louble exposures.  Tl ie
s l rut ter  winding knob (2)  js  turrrecl  c lockiv ise unt i l  a
c lef in i te stop is  fe l t .

NOTE :J t  i s  r to t  suQqestcd  tba t  tbu tnb  and in t lex  f inQer
ot '  t le  r ig l t t  band 1pint l  tbe sbut ter  in tbe n,a, t ier-  of
Iun inQ a  screw.  l t  i s \a r l r ' r sab le  to  tu rn  tbe  cd i l t€ r t t  i i t
.srrc l r  d f idy as lo d ip ide tbe ntot)e, , tent  bet toeen tbe r igbt
md Ie l t  l tat t r l  lor  c l reater  cont)ente,rce.
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STEP II

MAKING TH E EXPOS U RE

The shape of the CONTAX and the ar-

rangement of its controls are adapted to

the human hand and are des'igned to hold

the camera securely. The following de-

scription of the manipulation guarantees

utmost safety when taking pictures.

T H E  L E F T  H A N D

holds the CONTAX fro'm below with the
thumb and the index ffnger.

T H E  R I G H T  H A N D

grasps the CONTAX fro,m the side. Tire
middle finger is placed on the focusing
wheel and the index ftnger on the shutter
release button. The thumb rests on the
back of the camera and the other ftngers
on the front. The right lower corner of
the CONTAX rests in the palm of the
r ight  hand.

.  
THE ELBO$rS

are held at the side of the bodv for better
suppofr.
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FOCTJSING

By looking through the eyepiece No. 20 of the combined view
and rangeftnder one will see the viewftnd,er fteld for the stand-
ard 2 inch lens. In the center of the viewftnder ffeld there is a
somewhat lighter and yellowish fteld in which the object to be
photographed usually appears with double contours. By turning
lhe focusing wheel No, $ with the middle ftnger of the right
hand these contours will come to coincidence which means that
the lens is accurately focussed at the distance of the object seen

,louble contours in combined
oiew and rangefnder field

coirrcidence ot' contours ,,t confuinetl
u iew and rangef inder f ie ld

in_therangeftnderportion of the combined view and rangeftnder.
The focusing wheel operates the rangeftnder and the lens focus-
ing mechanism for 2 inch lenses simultaneously. The combined
view and rangeftnder of the CONTAX permils the control of
egmpoqition and the accurate checking of the focus at a glance.
The other CONTAX lenses which ire provided with-outside
bayonet mount are focussed by _turning the lens mount. They
are also coup_led to_ the, rangeftnder with the exception of
!h. long focal length l6,nses with reflex attachment. 

-(Sonnar

f 12.8, 7r/a" and Sonnar f/4, 12" focal length.)
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RELEASING TH E SH L ITTER

By pressing the shut ter  re lease but ton (3)  down rv i th
the index f i r rger of  the r ight  hand, the shut ter  wi l l  be
operatecl  and the picture taken.  This can ei ther be done
rvi th the t ip or  top jo i r r t  of  the index f tnger ( l l lustra-
tiorr No. t9>, ft has been founcl  by exper ience t l tat  the
greatest  secunty
the exposure is

in holcl ing the can'rera steady durirtg
qiverr  u,hen the uppernrost  io int  ot

the index f tnger is  pressed downward.  (See I l lustrat ion
N o .  1 1 ) .

I f  the winding knob has not  been turned unt i l  a de-
f inite stop is felt,  i t  fol lows that the shutter is not com-
pletely wound, and the f i l 'm not advanced for a ful l
f ranre;  in th is posi t ion i t  wi l l  be impossib le to re lease the
CONTAX focal-p lane shut ter .  Under no c i rcumstances
is i t  possib le to make over laps and double-exposures.

There are no extemal rotat ing shut ter  parts on the
CONTAX rvhich might ,  i f  inadvertent ly  touched, inter-
fere rv i th the norrnal  operat ion of  the cart rera.
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o D H

CONTAX
AREMAC

Vhen taking vert ical  p ictures,  r t rarr ipulate as de-
scr i ,bed -under Step I I .  (Pages 12 and 13.)  The r ight
hands grasps the camera above and is srri tably curr '-
ed for  th is purpose.  The lef t  hand is used as a
support. The sa,hre procedure is fol lowed with the
r ight  hand below, and the lef t  hand above,  i f  fourrc l
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nlore con\ /eulent .  I f  the lef t  eye is
used for  focusing,  the r ight  eye can
renrain open. I f  the r ight  eye is
enrployed for  focusing,  the Ief t  eye
should be c losecl .
The var ious ways of  s ight ing and
holding the canrera are shown in thc
i l lustrat ions.  The user of  the CON-
TAX should select  the method
n'h ich sui ts h inr  best .
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STEP III

LOADING ANID

THE OPENINC

The lens of the CONTAX

is held between middle and

ring finger of the left hand.

The top of the camera is

rrext to the chest. The thurnb

is placed on the back of the

camera.
With thumb and index fin-

ger of the right hand, turn

locks 23 on the bottom, right

and left respectively. Now

the left thumb can push the

back off.

Then the right hand lifts the

back away fro,m the hous-

ing of the camera.

The open CONTAX shows

the all-metal focalplane shut-

ter, a famous technical

achievement.



UNLOADI N G

THE LOADINC

As a first step, attach the
beginning of the fi lm to the
take-up spool by hooking it
to nose underneath the tri-
angular l ip of the spool,
35 mm cartr idges are sup-
pl ied by the manufacturer
with the beginning of the
fi lm ready-cut to proper
shape. No special  cutt ing is
resuired on a stock roll of
35 mm fflm. The cartridg.
is then placed into the feed-
ing spool chamber in such
a way that the rewind prong
engages with the hollow end
of the cartridg. (cassette) .
The empty spool i's fitted
into the take-up spool cham-
ber. Now the fi lm is rvound 

'

www.orphancameras.com



on the  ta l<e- t rp  spoo l  un t i l  i t s  per fo ra t ion  c r )sages  the  tee th
of  the s l r rocl<et  on both s ic les.  Then the back of  the canrera is
replacecl ,  hold ing the f t lnr  st r ip down u ' i th the thunrb of  thc
le f t  hand.  F i r ra l l r ' ,  the  back  is  s l i c l  on  to  c lose  the  canrer ; r
cornplete ly.  Then locl< the l<eys on the t rncler  s ide of  the CON-
TAX atrc l  fo lc l  thern f lat  This can onl) ,  be c lorre u 'herr  the bacl<
is p lacecl  correct ly  on the can'rera.

A f te r  n ' i t rc l ing  anc l  re leas i r rg  the  shut te r  tn ' i ce  in  o rder  to  advar rce
the l j ln t  exposecl  c lur ing loading,  the urrerposecl  f t l rn n ' i l l  be in
t hc  p i c t u re  f i e l d  o f  t l r e  CONTAX.

Attent ion should be given to the rewincl  l<rrob (18) rvhich shoulc l
turn i r r  the opposi te d i rect ion of  the arron'  engraved on top of
hotrs i r rg;  th is is  an indicat ion that  the f t lm u ' inc ls proper ly.  B) '
nrear ' rs of  the knur lecl  r ing,  turn the f ra ine count ing i r rc l icator
e i t f re r  le f t  o r  r igh t  to  0 .  A f te r  u ' inc l ins  the  shut te r  once more ,
thc  CONTAX is  reac l l ' fo r  the  f i rs t  exposru 'e .



I f  i t  is  intended to feed the l i lm f rour a cart r ic lge i r r to a c. lS-
sette or even from cassette to cassette, then t l ' re ft lm shoulcl
be at tached to the core of  the casset te orr  the take-up s ic le.

The CONTAX casset te consists of  two s lot ted
a core. By pressirrg down a snrall  button the two
be tunrecl  unt i l  their  apertures are over each
posi t ion the casset te can be pul led apart .  The
loaclecl  u ' i th ready-cut  lengths of  f t l rn,  day- l ight
or u' i th ft lnr frorn a stock rol l  of E5 nln ft lm.

ftlnr
sette

containers artcl
contarners cal l
other.  In th is

cassette cal ' l  be

l o a d i n g  l e n g t h s ,

Only  i f  i t
lle ftrnrly
nccessary
a  c e r t a i r i  :

is  desired to rewindt ,he f t l rn should the errc l  of  the f i lnr
at tached to the core of  the feedirrg casset te.  I t  is  not
tha t  the  leader  a r rc l  the  t ra i le r  o f  the  f t lm be  c t t t  i r r

shape, bccause i t  can be hookecl  on dte nose of  core.

35 nrm special  cut  otr  the errc l
the  sha e.  Th is  i s  to  be  a t tach-
re by through the snral l  s lot
spoo l , v ing  tu rnec l  i t  over /  i t
thro s lo t ,  th t rs  secur ing  i t

p laced in  the  i t r t te t
corr ta i r rer  is  s l ic l  o\ rer
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ta iners against  each other the casset te is  lockecl .  The word
"zLL"  ( -shu t )  shou ld  then be  v is ib le .

The casset te should bS placed in such a way into the spool
chanrber that  the srnal l  project ion piece I ies in the channel  ct r t
in the spool  chamber to receive i t .  When the camera back is
replacecl  ancl  the locking but tons are turned,  the act ion wi l l
open t l re casset te s intu l taneously.

FY..y .casset te is  suppl ied in a protect ive container having a
l id wi th an aperture.  In case the container carr ies a casset te
rv i th an exposed f i i rn,  the l id can be placed on the container in
such a wa_y that the worcl "E*p." appears.

In order to be able to te l l  wi th which k ind of  f t lm the camera
is loaded, a " te l l - ta le"  indicator  is  f t t ted on the rewind knob
of the CONTAX. I t  can be set  e i ther on dayl ieht  or  ar t i f tc ia l
l ight, colour ft lrn or black-and-white ft lm, ond 

"itr 
addit ion on

the f t lm speed in ASA exposure index numbers (degrees DIN).

Vhen the CONT;\X camera is loaded with l i lm, i t  wil l  only
be possib le to turn the rewind but ton in the di rect ion of  the
arro_w engraved on top of housing for a short stretch, or not
a t  a l l .



THE L INLOADINC

Using a 35mm f i lm cart r idge in the feeding c lamber

and a CONTAX casset te on the take-up s ide,  or  two

casset tes on both s ides,  i t  wi l l  not  be necessary to rewind

the f i lm. In such cases it

is possible to change from

one k ind of  f t lm to an-

other by winding and re-

Ieasing the shut ter  twice

in order to transport the

exposed f t lm into the cas-

se t te .

As descr ibed under Step

I I I ,  the  CONTAX is  then

opened arrd the cart r ic lge

or casset te rernovecl .
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. \  t r - i l t o c l  s o c l t c t  ( 2 + )  i s  l ) r - o v i c l c c l  o n  t h c  u n c l c r  s i c l c  o f  t [ c  C O N -' f ' \ X  
t o  s c r c n ' t t  o l t ; i t ' l v  s t ; l r ) c l a r c l  t r i p o c l .  I t  i s  r c c o t ) ) r r r c n c l c c l  t o

L t s c  t h c  s l t c c i a l  l o c l t i r r g  c a b l c  r c l c a s c  t o  b c  s c r - s r c c l  i r r t c t  t l r c
t h l ' c a c l  i r r s i t l c  t h c  s l t t t t t c r  r - c l c a s c  b t r t t o n  f o r  e l l  p i c t r r r c s  t a l i c r r
n  i t h  t l r c  C O \ T . \ X  f r - o n r  t h c  t r i l t o c l .
I r  i s  i l l t l ) o r t a n t  t o  n o t c  t h a t  t h q  t r i p o r l  s o c k c t  i s  n o t  n r r . r r r n t c c l  o t ' l
t l t c  c a t t ) c r a  l t a c l t  b u t  i s  l ) ; l r f  o f  t h c  c ; u ) r c r A  b o , . l r ' ,  t l r r r s  g L r ; l l - ; l n t c c -
i r r g  a  l l r r r r  a t t ; l c h r r r c n t  o f  t l r c  c a r ) r c r ; l  t ,  t l r c  t t ' i p o c l .
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\ ( /ORKINC WITH

VARIOUS LENSES

The starrdard lens equipmerr t  of  the CONTAX is e, i ther the
Sonnar f  11 .5 or  f  12 of  2 inch focal  lerrgth.  In their  p lace,
i r r terchangeable lenses of  other focal  lengths and largest  lper-
tures ntay be ernployeC. The focusing head for  c lose-up photo-
graphy pernrits reproductions up to % of the _ natural size,
and wi t l i  the aid of  extension tubes,  c lose-up objects can be
photographed in r ratural  s ize or  d i rect ly  enlarged on the f t l in .
Besic les,  i t  is  possib le to focus ot t  a ground glass screen.  The
rnir ror  ref lex at tachrnents Panf lex arrd Flectoscope, the Urr iver-
sal  Reproduct ion Out l i t ,  and the opt ical  r rear- focusir rg_ device
Contar i reter ,  as wel l  as equiprnent  for  t t r icro-photography,  are
fu r ther  ava i lab le  accessor ies ,  the  use  o f  wh ich  is  tnade poss ib le
because the  CONTAX has  c le tachab le  lenses .

CHANG ING I -H  E  LENS ES

The i r r tercharrgeabi l i ty  of  the CONTAX lenses is  achievecl  by
t l re  bayor re t  n rour r t i r rs  on  the  le r ts  a r rc [  on  the  f ro r r t  o f  the



camera. All lenses of 2 inch focal length are to be fftted into
the ,inner bayonet mounting of the c?rl€r? and all the other
lenses in the o,uter morunting. Changing the lenses is always
done when range ftnder and lens focusing mechanism are locked
at inftnity (Step I). The lenses having o;utside bayonet mount
have to b,e set at infinity.
Rernoving the 2 inch lenses is d,one by pr.essing with the left
thurnb on spring 12. Turn the lens slightly with the right hand
in a clockwise direction. This procedure will release it from the
helical focusing mount. It may then be carefully Iifted fro,m
the camera body.
Replacing the 2 inch lens is effected by fitt ing it into the focus-
ing mo,unt 'in ,such a way that the red do;t on the lens mount
is opposite the red dot on th,e came,ra body. By trurning it to
the left (anti-clockwise) tl-re catch spring (12) snaps back
into place.
Lenses with outside bayonet mo'unt are placed into the CON-
TAX by bringing the red dot on the lens opposite the red dot
on the carmera bodv. The lens is then turne'd to the left until
a stop is felt by pressing the sunall catch on the sride of the
lens. If this is done, the catch will snap in'to position.
The removal of the lenses with outsi,de bayonet mo,unt follows the
same DroceC,ure. The side catc,h must first be released and then
the lens is turned until the two red dots are opposite each
other. It is recommen'd,ed for inserting and removing that the
lens be grasped with the right hand in such a manner that the
top of the right thum,b rests on the red dot of the lens. This
pro,ce'dure will aid in interchanging the lenses rapidly, because
by bringing the two thu,mbs together, the most favo,urable
position of lens to camera can be obtained.
The CONTAX lenses are all f itted with the sa,me inner or
outer bayonet ,mounting, permitting their use on different
CONTAX bodies. AII lenses from earlier CONTAX models,
with the exception of the Bio,gon, can also be fttted to the
new CONTAX.
Re'moval and interchanging of the lenses on the CONTAX
may be effected in full dayliglt withorut any extra precaution
or any spoiling of fi lm.

t 27
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The unique all-metal focal plane shutter is cornpletely light
proof and unaffected by climate and similar adverse influences.

THE VIE\TFINDER SHOE
The viewftnder shoe (17) can accommodate special viewftn-
ders needed for interchangeable lens,es as well as the optical
near-focusin,g device, the Contameter.

FLA S H.  SYN C H R ON IZ ATI  ON
The socket (21) for connectin,g the cord fro,m the flash equip-
ment is located on the back of the CONTAX.
Suoh equip,ment makes it possible to take synchronized shots
with flash bulbs (Vacu flash,es) as wel as with electronic flashes.
The synchro switch, the intermediary between flash un,it an'd
CONTAX, is screwed into tihe socket (21) for flash synchroni-
zation. The synchronization device is equipped with a small pin
which after release of the focal plane shutter cornes out and
thereby cuts the current short, i,ust before the first curtain of
the foial plane shutter ,reaches the lower rim of the fteld of vi-
sion. Thus, when applying flash bulbs which have a correspond-
ing ignition delay, the lighting period will be completely uti-
lized during the full aperture of the shutter,providedtheshutter
is not adjusted to a shorter exposure than Llzr sec. \7hen em-
ploying electronic flash units, flasihlight shots likewise can be
taken at llze sec. Fo,r shorter exposures special devices a-re in
course of preparation.

EVEREADY CARRYING CASE
The lined Eveready carrying case, made of top grain cowhide
leather, protects the CONTAX while carrying it and also whe'n
taking photographs, The CONTAX is held in the case by
means of a screw fftted o'n the case which fastens to the tripod
so,cket on the ca,mera. The CONTAX is readv for action when
the lid of the case is opened and all controls can be operated.
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DEPTH OF FIELD SCALE

The depth of field which is dependent upon the distance fo-
cused at and th,e lens aperture is of great importance to the
photographer. For this purpose the CONTAX h_as a depth of
field scale (1 1) arranged syrnrnetrically around the focusing mark.
It is used in connection with the focusing scale (10), (range
3 feet to inftnity), €ngr?v€d on the helical focusing mount of
the CONTAX.
For example ' \Yith a trens of
distance of 12 feet the depth
to 28 feet. 

"

2 inch focal length focused on a j
of ffeld at fl8 ranges froim 8 feet l
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